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two paid lump rentals (udhar jamdbandi) $ the rest were Lhdlscl or Government.
Over 40 per cent, of the area was alienated under various tenures. Its soil, except in the north-east, consisted of the usual ricli, light-coloured gordru soil of Gujarat. In the northeast there is a good deal of hard, dark-coloured mdl land, which is believed to be uuculturable, but could probably be turned to-good account if a proper system of subsoil drainage were to be adopted. There is so little alluvial soil that no special rate was imposed, and its assessment, if it should be cultivated, was left to be levied in the shape of a water-bag on the wells in it. Little land could be irrigated by lifts from streams, as the water in these is generally brackish in consequence of the impregnation of the subsoil with salt. The subdivision is well situated with regard to markets and communications, being within easy reach of the railway stations of Melimadabad and Nadiad, and having other large local markets, such as Umret, Bhalaj, and Dakor, at convenient distances 'from some or other of its villages. The southern and western portion is densely populated, and, with the exception of the Chuvalia Kolis in the poorer villages in the north and east, the inhabitants are for the most part expert agriculturists. The original systems of revenue management prevalent were the division-of-produce and others already mentioned under Matar, with cesses of various kinds on alienated lands; but these had been gradually superseded by liyJia rates fixed by Panchayats. Statistical information available from the records of the Old Survey of 1820-25 showed that population in fifty-eight villages of the subdivision had increased by 49 per cent., and ploughs by 43 per cent. At the former time there were 228 wells out of repair and 245 in repair, whereas 572 were-in repair and only 34 out of order in 1862. In the twenty years-preceding the settlement the area under tillage had increased by 17*31 per cent., whilst at the time of settlement 72 per cent, of the arable area was cultivated. In the twenty-three years previous to the settlement remissions had been necessary only to the extent of If per cent, of the entire rental of Government land, so that it was evident, however uneven the distribution of the burden may have been, that the subdivision 6n the whole had